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Two PLB’s for the exclusive use of    
our Taupo Branch NZDA members.  
 
Hire Costs are; 
 
$4.00 per day,  

minimum hire $12.00 
$25.00 for 7 days.  
$2 per day thereafter 
 Plus any Courier 
 Charges. 
 
TO MAKE A BOOKING:- Email 
Mark.poots@gmail.com Ph Mark on 07 3772348 

 

                 UP AND COMING 

                   EVENTS 2019 
 

MARCH 

Sun 17th Range Day – Centrefire, Field 

 

Thur 21
st
 AGM & Prize Giving 

 

Thur 28
th

 Committee Meeting 

 

APRIL 

Sat 20
th

  Range Day - Shotgun 

 

Sun 21
st
 Range Day – Centrefire,  

Running Boar 

 

Thur 25
th

  Committee Meeting 

                

 

 IN THIS EDITION 
 

 Up and coming events 

 Junior shooting 

 Presidents report 

 Jokes 

 Newsletter Editor 

 Notices 

 Sika Foundation Hunts 

 Kaimanawa Hunter Liaison Update 

 Firearms licensing update - COLFO 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS JUNIOR 

SHOOTING 

 

Starting Wed 12
th

 Feb 
 

TAUPO DEERSTALKERS HALL 

 

Starts 6.00pm 

$2 Range Fee 

 

.22 ammo is available for purchase $8.00 a box 

of 50 

 

                  Bill Seal ph 07 378 9630 

 



   TAUPO FARM AND GAME MEAT 

                     PROCESSORS 

 
Andrew Elmiger 

15 Manuka Street 

Specialists in bacon curing and Smoking 

Superb small goods – sausages, 

salamis,  luncheon etc. 

Game animal specialists – smoked and 

corned venison. 

 

Phone/Fax Andrew on 377 3397 

 

 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Hi everyone, 
I believe its going to be an early roar, we have been 
seeing some spectacular heads coming through which 
will be attributed to the summer growth.  There are 
already reports of stags starting to roar in a number of 
places.  Remember everyone it is the silly season I can’t 
emphasis enough about identifying your target and just be 
safe out there.  We have the regional NZDA meeting 

coming up in Taupo on the 13th March if anyone is interested in attending, starting at 7.30pm at 
the club rooms.  Also don’t forget the AGM and Prize giving Thursday 21st March. 
Stay safe and happy hunting.  Lee  (president@nzdataupo.org.nz) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A State Trooper pulled an 87 yr old woman over for 
speeding. As he looked at her driver’s license he was 
surprised to notice that attached to it was a  

Conceal weapon permit.  
Taken aback, he couldn't help but ask if she had a gun in her possession. She 
replied in her crackly voice that she indeed did have a 45 automatic in her glove 
compartment.  
The trooper then asked if she had any other weapons to which she replied that she 
also had a 9mm Glock in her centre console.  
The shocked trooper asked if that was all and the little old lady held up her purse 
and replied, "Well, I do keep a 38 
special in my purse”. 
“Finally the astonished trooper 
asked, "What are you afraid of..? 
and the little old lady smiled and 
replied, "Not a bloody thing."  
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Editors Report 
Hi everyone, 

 

The weather has certainly cooled down, with the nights getting cold.   

The roar will soon be upon us in full swing so hope you have a trip 

planned into the hills. 

We managed to get away for a couple of days early Feb after some 

meat for the freezer.  The weather was perfect, not too hot, and saw 

plenty of deer (Fallow).  Got 5 deer and a couple of goats so been 

enjoying back steaks on the BBQ. 

A couple of hunts are being organised for May so if your into a Tahr 

hunt or a post roar trip get your name down now by contacting Mike 

Main. 

 

Cheers Kris 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

AGM & Prize Giving  –  21
ST

 MARCH 

Clubs AGM will be held in the club rooms at the range Thursday evening 21
st
 March.  

Presidents shout 6.30 followed by Prize giving 7.00pm with the AGM commencing 

thereafter around 7.30pm. 

Come along, support your club and consider putting your name forward to help on the 

committee, many hands make light work and fresh people bring new ideas. 

 

Update on Memberships 

NZDA Taupo branch is in the process of changing the clubs financial year end date. This 

will not affect memberships, but your fees for the next financial year will commence from 1 

March. Your 2018 membership will continue throughout this transition period. 

National office is also in the process of replacing the membership database with a new 

system. Things are progressing well albeit somewhat slower than anticipated. For all 

members who have supplied an email address they will be sending an email invoice (no 

paper invoice) if they don't have an email address you will get a paper invoice. 

We appreciate your patients as they transition to the new system. 



RENEWA L INVO I CES   
All centralised invoices for the 2019/20 have gone out by now, if you have not yet received 

your invoice please contact National Office.  

 

M EMBERSH I P CARDS  

Following the renewal invoicing, our next challenge is getting all membership cards out. As 

many of you may have noticed, family members weren't explicitly listed on invoices (not to 

worry, they haven't been forgotten!) We are just waiting on the database team to provide a 

solution for linking these members onto the primary accounts. December 11th, 2017. It's a 
date in my diary that I came across while looking back.  
 

Tahr Update Bill O’Leary - Immediate Past Present –  

Tahr operations are still on hold after the helicopter accident resulted in a review of the 

operations plan. - The Tahr Liaison Group will meet on 1 March to get an update from DOC. 

Culls on leasehold properties have taken place in the interim. - Recreational hunters are 

urged to report their kills on-line through the DOC website.  

 
Tahr Hunter Return System Letter supplied from Doc Below is the hunter return data that 

has been captured to date on the new Tahr Hunter Return System. The online system was 

launched in October 2018 to capture the contribution recreational hunters can and do make to 

Himalayan Tahr Control. The short form is live 24/7 for hunter’s to record the number and 

location of Tahr they shoot and observe.  

So far 158 trips have been recorded by hunters. It would be great to see all recreational hunts 

captured in this system. Enter your latest Himalayan Tahr recreational hunting trip at: 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parksand-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/what-to-hunt/tahr/tahr-

control-operations/tahr-huntingreturns/ Hunter Return Data received to date:  

 

 
 

*Please note that the seen data numbers were often recorded as estimation 
 
 
 
 
 



Up and coming Club Hunts 
 
Tahr Hunt – 4th to 12th May  
 
Travelling South from the 4th May,  
hunting from 6th to the 10th and  
returning North on the 11th May. 
 
If you've not been after Tahr before, or have, and 
would like to have another crack at them, then this 
is a trip not to be missed. 
 
Mike Main is taking names of interested hunters now  
so express your interest by dropping him an email at 
michaelmain06@gmail.com 
 
Queens Birthday Fly In – 31st May to 3rd June 
 
Flying in with East Kaweka Helicopters (Chris Crosse) 
 
Keen to get into the bush for the long weekend? 
Don’t have any mates interested or allowed to go with you?  
Then get your name down for this trip. 
 
Parties of 3 or if you are a single, no problem, we will team you up with others.   
Drop Mike Main an email and he will give you all the details. 
Michaelmain06@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Michaelmain06@gmail.com


President’s Report Trevor Chappell  
 

This year is going to be another busy one for all Executive members and the National Office. 

The new Bitrix24 database system is finally in operation and appears to be working well. 

Office Manager Sue and Membership Officer Niraj are coping with minor flaws/issues. One 

of these problems appears to be that older computers are not coping with new computer 

systems - this incompatibility was experienced by myself and can be very frustrating for both 

parties.  

Planning for this year’s September Sika Show in Taupo is well underway and NZDA will 

have 4 standalone booths for HUNTS, Douglas Score, National Heritage Trust and the 

National Office. We have a great opportunity to promote our organisation and highlight 

many of the activities we enjoy. Auckland branch have kindly offered to help with the 

National office booth, with an emphasis on recruitment of new members.  

Recently, I met with an online company promoting/selling mainly shooting related products, 

that want to supply NZDA members with cheaper but quality products, more on this 

initiative in our March newsletter. If you are curious please look on 

www.napieroflondon.co.nz. 

The meeting of the Fiordland Wapiti Foundation (FWF) in Mossburn, Southland in February 

was an example of a wide ranging group of interested organisations, including Landcare and 

DOC, creating a great environment for a Wapiti herd rapidly returning to its former glory. 

Animals are getting age, vitally important for antler development. The removal annually of 

over a thousand non-typical animals is reducing competition for the better food sources now 

available. This has all contributed to a herd that to me, deserves the "herd of special interest" 

title. Compliments and thanks must go to the FWF Management Committee.  

The well attended meeting of both Napier and Hastings NZDA Branches at the Hastings 

clubrooms created an opportunity for me to meet with them and inform them of current 

issues. What a magnificent clubroom Hastings branch has established. Like Taranaki, East 

Coast, West Coast and Northland Branches, the Hawkes Bay Branches are somewhat 

isolated geographically from neighbouring branch clusters, making attendance at Regional 

Meetings quite difficult.  

The Shot Show in Auckland, like the Taupo Sika Show promotes a wide range of hunting 

related products. Both North Auckland and Auckland NZDA Branches had excellent booths 

and were signing up new members on both days. Congratulations to both Branches on your 

initiatives.  

The next National Executive meeting is in Wellington on 16th-17th March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo Gary  
Harwood 
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Letter from Saran Tepavac (Hamills) 
 
My first day as the owner of Hamills Taupo.  
 
After seeing this date and reliving the memories of the last few months, I wanted to take the 
chance to thank all of the hunters (and non-hunters) for supporting my wife and I with our shop. 
We had been operating it for close to one year and were only 12 days off from that bench mark. 
We had always said 'if we just make it through the first year, we'll be alright'. An arson attack on 
the sushi shop next door took that goal away. I was quite fond of sushi. I haven't had any since! 
 
Ken, Frances and I truly enjoyed being in that shop, meeting all walks of life. I live for the hills and 
outdoors so being surrounded by like-minded people was a pleasure. I loved hearing the all the 
great stories, sometimes just listening to blokes talking to each other about a hunt, sharing 
photos...  
 
On November 30th at 2am, I got a no caller ID. I took one look at the phone and put it back down. 
With a young child and pregnant wife, I gotta get my sleep. The loud knocking at the door 15 
minutes later was not so easy to ignore with the dog nutting out, the kid crying, me trying to get 
half decent. I opened the front door to the police. My first thought was 'WHAT HAVE I DONE?!' 
 
'Are you the owner of the Hamills store?' he asked. 
'Um... yeah...' 
'There's a fire next door and we need your keys for the shop'. 
 
As I'm fumbling around trying to unwind the one key from the ring, I'm told to hurry up. Seeing it 
was urgent, I told him I'd see him there. At this stage I'm thinking I better get my shirts and pants 
on.. how bad can it be... should I take the garden hose? I jumped in my truck and soon realised 
just how bad it was. I was at the roundabout of State Highway 1 and Lake Terrace and could see 
black smoke blocking the moonlight. I could see clouds disappear behind it.  
 
When I arrived, there was nothing at all I could do. The shop was well ablaze. I handed the keys 
over to a fireman and that was probably the point I knew it was over, the end of an era. I could not 
stand there watching so I went home to wait for daylight.  
 
In the morning, back to the shop, it was just incredible to see the extent of the damage in daylight. 
Fire is truly devastating. The smoulder, the mess, the smell that lingered for days. I really felt for 
my mate Shaun who just wanted to see what was left of his trophy heads. He waited patiently for 
those days to pass, only to sadly find they were burnt and beyond restoring. The whole place was 
left for a bobcat to clear out.  
 
With all the help and positive 
words from Taupo's people, I 
think we had a good thing 
going so to you all, thanks so 
much. We truly appreciate all 
you have done for us. Watch 
this space! 
 
Saran 
Hamills Taupo 
Trusted Since 1955 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DOC Liaison Update From Gary Harwood And Mike Main, NZDA Taupo 

Representatives.   

 
Changes are coming.  
The Kaimanawa Hunter Liaison Group Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with DOC which was put in 

place 10 years ago has now expired and will be replaced with a new Community Agreement with DOC 

which is being prepared by the Central North Island Sika Foundation with input from NZDA Taupo branch. 

The main reason we need to replace the old MOU is the Kaimanawa Hunter Liaison Group was not a legal 

entity with any constitution, formal committee or bank accounts.  

With the way we are evolving by being involved in projects such as the Whio Recovery Project it is 

essential we have a formal entity which has the appropriate resources to run and manage these projects, as 

there are relatively large sums of money flowing through bank accounts from major sponsors which requires 

regular monitoring and reporting. The Sika Foundation have set up and run a separate account for the Whio 

Recovery Project at the beginning of the project so we are now calling this project the Central North Island 

Sika Foundation Kaimanawa Whio Recovery Project, with NZDA Taupo members remaining heavily 

involved.                   

The new Community Agreement with DOC will cover all of the detail required in today’s world and when 

finalised and signed by the parties involved, we will give you an update on how it will function.  

In this day and age with all of the challenges to our way of life, it is important that all hunting related groups 

work together towards a common goal, managing our game animals as a valuable resource and maintain a 

healthy environment for them to thrive in while enhancing the perception the general public have of the 

hunting community. Hunter involvement in Projects like the Whio Recovery Project certainly help position 

recreational hunters in the centre of New Zealand society.    

Central North Island Sika Foundation Kaimanawa Whio Recovery Project Update: 

Stage 2 Trap Layout: 

We have just completed the trap layout for Stage 2 of the project, the Oamaru River. A team of 16 

volunteers went into the Oamaru hut on Friday 15 February, camped at the hut on Friday night then got up at 

5.00am on Saturday morning, split into four teams and headed off up the Oamaru River to set out the trap 

line on the 10 km of river upstream from the confluence with the Kaipo River. A total of 73 Goodnature 

A24 stoat and rat traps were put in place on Saturday.  

The weather was perfect and a fun weekend was had by all involved, it was a big day on the river so there 

were some tired body’s when we all met up back at the hut on Saturday afternoon, but everyone was still 

smiling and feeling satisfied with their efforts. A big thank you to all of the volunteers who helped out on 

the day, with some travelling considerable distances, from Wellington, Tauranga and Cambridge just to be 

involved. 

With the 110 traps installed in stage 1 on the Kaipo River in August last year this now gives us a total of 183 

Goodnature A24 traps protecting 20km of Whio habitat in the area. 

 

Stage 1 six month Trap Maintenance: 
On the following Friday 22 February a team of seven volunteers went into the Kaipo River to carry out a full 

service on the 110 traps in Stage 1 of the project. 

It is now six months since these traps in stage 1 were installed on the Kaipo River so the team went in and 

replaced the lure, gas canisters and checked and zeroed the counters on each trap. Meeting at Helisika at 

7.00am on Friday, four of the team were flown into the top end of the trap line by Helisika free of charge, 

these four split into two teams of two and worked their way down each side of the river while the remaining 

three team members drove through Poronui to the Kaimanawa Forest Park boundary then walked into the 

Kaipo from there and split into two teams and worked their way up river to meet up with the two teams 

working down from the top end, all meeting back at the Oamaru hut at about 4.00pm, a bit wet from the rain 

after another big day on the river but still full of enthusiasm and a sense of satisfaction at being part of such 

an important conservation project.  

121 additional kills were recorded in the three months since we last checked the counters on these traps on 

21 November last year, making a total of 499 predator kills in the six months since the traps were installed. 

It is satisfying to remove so many predators, the end goal is to provide safe habitat so the Whio population 

in the area can increase and flourish naturally. We are seeing early evidence of success, as we sited a pair of 

Whio with five young nearly at the fledgling stage in the lower end of the trap line while we were checking 



the counters in November, and we have had reports of another pair with four young near the top end of the 

trap line, so encouraging results at this early stage of the project. 

 We carried out a survey of both the Kaipo and Oamaru rivers before we started the project in August last 

year with one pair being sited on each river, we will carry out another survey at a later date this year to keep 

a track of numbers so we can gauge the success of the project as time goes on.     

This project is primarily aimed at protecting the Whio population but other native wildlife will also benefit 

from having the predator numbers kept at lower levels in the area.  

We are now raising funds for stage 3 of the project, to protect a further 10km of Whio habitat in this location.  

As always a special thanks to Poronui for allowing us vehicle access through their property, without this we 

would not be able to manage this project, and Helisika who fly our teams into the top end of the trap lines 

free of charge, making this project more manageable, saving our volunteers a lot of walking and time. Also a 

special thanks to all of our sponsors, please support our sponsors whenever you can as without their 

generous support we would not have a project, and of course a big thanks to our dedicated team of 

volunteers who give up their time with some travelling considerable distances to help out.          

For more information on this project and to check out our generous sponsors click on the following link  

https://nzdataupo.org.nz/?page_id=39 

 

 

Hut Maintenance: 

Mike Main and two other volunteers are in the Waipakihi Hut this week painting the hut and carrying out 

some other general maintenance. We will give you a full update on this in the next newsletter.     

Cheers Gary & Mike 

Joey Keehan                        MacKenzie Russel 

Kayla Keehan 

      



The team ready to head off. 
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SAFETY FIRST AT ALL TIMES 

If unclaimed please 

return to:  

NZDA  

PO Box 356  

TAUPO  


