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Whitetail hind – Stewart Island (was a nice change from Blue Cod on the plate) 
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Two PLB’s for the exclusive use of    
our Taupo Branch NZDA members.  
 
Hire Costs are; 
 
$4.00 per day,  

minimum hire $12.00 
$25.00 for 7 days.  
$2 per day thereafter 
 Plus any Courier 
 Charges. 
 
TO MAKE A BOOKING:- Email 
Mark.poots@gmail.com Ph Mark on 07 3772348 

                 UP AND COMING 

                   EVENTS 2018 
 

APRIL 

 

Sat 21st Range Day – Shotgun 

Sun 22nd  Range Day – Centrefire 

  Running Boar 

Thur 26th  Committee Meeting 

 

MAY 

 

Sun 20th NZDA V Taupo Pistol 

Thur 31st Committee Meeting 

           IN THIS EDITION 
 

 Up and coming events 

 Junior shooting 

 Presidents report 

 Jokes 

 Newsletter Editor 

 AGM & Prizegiving 

 Club Night 

 DOC Liaison update – Gary Harwood 

 Poisons notification 

 New Members 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS JUNIOR 

SHOOTING 
 

TAUPO DEERSTALKERS HALL 

 

Starts 6.00pm 

$2 Range Fee 

 

.22 ammo is available for purchase $6.00 a box 

of 50 

 

                  Bill Seal ph 07 378 9630 

 

Finishes for school hols Wed 11th April 

Starts again Wed 2nd May 



          

    

   TAUPO FARM AND GAME MEAT 

                     PROCESSORS 

 
Andrew Elmiger 

15 Manuka Street 

Specialists in bacon curing and Smoking 

Superb small goods – sausages, 

salamis,  luncheon etc. 

Game animal specialists – smoked and 

corned venison. 

 

Phone/Fax Andrew on 377 3397 

 

 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Hi everyone, 
Thanks to those who attended the AGM, your committee 
pretty much remains the same, as Kris has listed below.  
Some members have stepped up and taken on roles to 
hopefully alleviate pressure off the other members.  You 
can read my presidents report further on in the 
newsletter.   
Your committee at the next meeting will be discussing 

what we wish to achieve for the next year, we have a number of tasks including a new tractor shed 
and workshop and rebuilding of the 100 meter tyre wall. 
Very sad event last week with the hunter being shot in the Kaimai’s,  our condolences go to the 
families on both sides.  As always please remember to identify your target 300% and take care out 
there.  Like the old carpenter saying, measure twice, cut once.   
 

Lee Garrick 
president@nzdataupo.org.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Warden walks past Paddys cell to see him hanging by his 

feet.  “OK Paddy, what are you doing?” says the warden. 

“Hangin meself” answers Paddy 

“your supposed to have the rope around your neck” says the 

warden. 

“Tried that, couldn’t breathe.” Answers Paddy.... 

 

There was a safety meeting at work today. 

They asked me  

What steps would you take in the event of a fire. 

Really Fast Ones.... was the wrong answer 

 

 



 

 

 

Editors Report 
Hi everyone, 

Snow on the ranges and Mt Tauhara in early April, wasn’t 

expecting that, certainly killed the flies  nice to have some cool 

weather.  Know a few people in the hills this week, I imagine they 

are getting more than they bargained for and probably freezin their 

butts off, hope its worthwhile for them.  Our red stag has been 

roaring his head off and trashing the fences which we only just 

fixed up over Xmas, he is not very popular at the moment nor very 

clever because he cant get his head through the holes hes made but 

all the hinds can so they are bailing… clearly women are cunning in 

the animal world too   We off after some fallow next weekend 

hoping they are croaking loudly and that the weather is good to us. 

Take care out there.  

Cheers 

Kris 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGM & Prize Giving 
Was a good turnout for the AGM and Prize Giving, unfortunately not alot of 
people there to receive their trophies and certificates.  I have left the trophies at 
the range in the cabinet and will be in touch with the winners re the certificates. 
The committee hasn’t changed much but we have a couple of new members 
who put their hands up for jobs.  Mike Main & Paul Coleman have both put their 
hands up to take on the role of hunts convenor’s, Fred Beckers has taken over 
As publicity officer and management of the facebook page, Shay Nicholson has 
joined the 22 section committee and Chris Riley has joined the Range sub 
committee. 
 
Thank you to everyone who agreed to take on a committee position for the next 
year, your input is greatly appreciated. 
 



Kaimanawa Hunter Liaison Group Update From Gary Harwood And Mike Main, 

NZDA Taupo Representatives. 
 

Track Maintenance: 

We had a team of three organised to carry out some maintenance on the track from Oamaru hut to the Boyd 

hut, after a few delays caused by the weather they finally got a few decent days to go in and get the job done.  

Murry Cleaver from DOC picked the team up at the Helisika base and drove them through Poronui Station 

and dropped them off at the start of the Oamaru Track.  From there they worked their way through to the 

Boyd, replacing missing track markers, clearing any snowfall from the track and also cleaning the Boyd hut 

and stacking a load of firewood into the wood box at the Boyd which was flown in when the helicopter came 

to pick them up and fly them out.  The track work was completed on the first day, it was a big day but they 

managed to complete the required work, then enjoy a couple of days at the Boyd, getting in some hunting 

while they were there.   

Kylie, Luke and Dallas 

had a great time, 

thoroughly enjoying the 

experience and 

appreciated the 

opportunity to help out. 

Kaimanawa Deer 

Survey Project Update: 

Cam Speedy & Allan 

Jackson have written an 

excellent article on the 

Kaimanawa Deer Survey 

in the latest NZ Outdoor 

magazine.  If you want to 

read this update grab a 

copy from your nearest 

book store now, very 

interesting reading.     

Cheers 

Gary & Mike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Club Nights: 

We had a very successful club night last month with over 50 people attending an evening presentation from 

Nat Every, the base manager and pilot for the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter, Barry Shepherd, the Police SAR 

coordinator, Geoff Stent from Hunting & Fishing Taupo and Jordan Cordtz from Hutchwilco on safety in 

the hills and how a search and rescue operation is carried out. 

To follow this up we are looking at organising another club night based around survival in the bush if you 

are lost and or injured and waiting to be rescued if you have no PLB or are in a place that may take some 

time for rescuers to get to you. 

We may be able to have Bruce Mazengarb, who has spent 20 years in the NZ Military, with nine of those 

years in the SAS, come along and talk on the following.          

    Basics of personal survival methods / techniques. 

 Fundamental requirements such as shelter, warmth, water, food etc. 

 Location of shelters, initiatives towards SAR assistance. 

 Survival methods 

 Clothing and personal equipment. 

 Weather hazards and forecasting in the hills. 

 Terrain travel including snow. 

 Survival kits 

 Search and rescue 

 Helicopter awareness     

We will keep you updated as to when this evening will take place.   

If you have any other ideas regarding what you would like us to organise for club nights that would be of 

interest to you send me an email gharwood@xtra.co.nz or give me a call on 027 487 2304 

Cheers 

Gary Harwood 

 

 

mailto:gharwood@xtra.co.nz


2018 Taupo Branch NZDA 

President’s report; 

 

Good evening everyone, thank you for your attendance tonight. 

It’s been a quiet year for us with range usage ticking along and combined with Curlies 

seemingly tireless efforts the range is always looking its best. 

With the fitting of the front end loader to the branches tractor and the deteriorating state of 

the tractor storage shed and attached buildings, the committee has voted we erect a new shed 

with enough room to not only store the tractor and associated implements, but also an area 

for a work bench and safe for necessary tools for around the range. We are also considering 

another container for target storage and such like items. The tyre wall on the 100/200 metre 

range is going to be replaced as soon as a date can be organised for a working bee. 

The branch is in a strong financial position with the range fee at $5.00 and cottage rental 

increased to a more realistic figure for rentals around Taupo. There will have to be some 

funds spent on the cottage to bring it up to the rental requirement regarding insulation which 

will be looked at hopefully before this winter. 

 We have every belief there will be some non members using the range without paying which 

is of concern to us. The committee will be investigating better security with the possibility of 

installing cameras to monitor usage our only problem is we don’t know who are members 

and who aren’t and it may be worth setting up a swipe card system at a security gate that is 

overlooked by a camera. In the early days systems such as mentioned would be quite cost 

prohibitive to set up but nowadays there are alot of good electronic systems around that are 

relatively in-expensive to set up. My opinion, we need to do this, as it’s not fair for the 

individuals who are paying. 

 Once again we have hives at the back of the range, which again bring a small amount of 

income and is great for the plantings and the surrounding native bush. 

                                                                      

Bees are amazing little creatures and if left alone they aren’t a problem. I am sure if any 

individuals have bee sting allergies then they will have the treatments with them. I haven’t 

heard of anyone being stung and there is no reason anyone would need to be up the back 

anyway. 

I flew down to Christchurch mid July for the NZDA Conference held at the Riccarton 

racecourse. The conference was reasonably well supported but it was obvious there were alot 

of branches missing (close to half) also when it came time to organise another venue for the 

following year (2018) no one stepped up. To date I have not heard whether there will is one 

planned and they may can it and just have a get together in Wellington. The 1080 subject did 

not even get a hearing and quite frankly I’m glad to see Peter Dunne gone. He did nothing 

towards halting or even controlling this activity. 

Despite the weather the prize shoot went ahead as planned and although the participation was 

down, everyone appeared to have a good time. The date for this is a bad time of the year for 

me as I am heavily involved with my AI run and am on the road for most of the day, so my 

apologies for not being there. We were well supported with prizes and the meat provided 

went around everyone. Thanks to Margaret Seal and Kris and all the helpers who stepped up 

once again.  Trevor Chappell was awarded a well deserved life membership. 

Gary Harwood and Mike Main have been busy through the year with their Kaimanawa and 

Doc Liaison roles. They have been attending meetings voicing concerns over DOC and 

OSPRI’s continual bombardment by helicopter of 1080 across the country. Your branch is 



totally supportive of their stance and they are working with the Sika Foundation and now 

with the relatively new Red Deer Foundation. It is my hope they continue this work. 

Kris, Shaun and I have been busy with the hunts course and the 2018 course has resulted in 8 

paid up participants. There may be more as Kris still has some pending. The work we are 

doing with the Hunts course is gaining momentum and the feedback has been positive. We 

have heard thru the grapevine from as far away as Auckland is “you want to do a hunts 

course, do the one in Taupo. It’s the best around”.  

There are a number of positions available on the committee this year. Kris is really busy and 

has way to many jobs to do which is taking its toll. I don’t want to see her loose her 

enthusiasm so when various positions come up please don’t sit back expecting someone else 

to do them. Quite often what happens is these accumulate and gets left to one person. We 

have a great team and just need 2 or 3 more people to step into some roles to lighten the load.   

Well that’s it from me. I hope you enjoy the rest of you evening. If you have any input, 

please raise it in AGM general business, 

Thank you 

 

Lee Garrick 
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