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Two PLB’s for the exclusive use of    
our Taupo Branch NZDA members.  
 
Hire Costs are; 
 
$4.00 per day,  

minimum hire $12.00 
$25.00 for 7 days.  
$2 per day thereafter 
 Plus any Courier 
 Charges. 
 
TO MAKE A BOOKING:- Email 
Mark.poots@gmail.com Ph Mark on 07 3772348 

                 UP AND COMING 

                   EVENTS 2018 
 

MAY 

 

Sun 20th Range Day - Centrefire,  

Running Boar 

 

Tue 22nd  Photographic & Antler, Horn 

  And Tusk Competitions 

 

Thur 31st Committee Meeting 

 

JUNE 

 

Thur 28th  Committee Meeting 
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 Up and coming events 

 Junior shooting 

 Presidents report 

 Jokes 

 Newsletter Editor 

 Photographic, Antler Horn Tusk Comp 

 National Office Press Release 

 Secure Storage Requirements 

 Northern Remutaka aerial 1080 

 Greenlea Helicopter & Tpo LANDSAR 

 Kaimanawa Hunter Liaison report 

 New Members 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS JUNIOR 

SHOOTING 
 

TAUPO DEERSTALKERS HALL 

 

Starts 6.00pm 

$2 Range Fee 

 

.22 ammo is available for purchase $6.00 a box 

of 50 

 

                  Bill Seal ph 07 378 9630 

 

Finishes for school hols Wed 11th April 

Starts again Wed 2nd May 



          

    

   TAUPO FARM AND GAME MEAT 

                     PROCESSORS 

 
Andrew Elmiger 

15 Manuka Street 

Specialists in bacon curing and Smoking 

Superb small goods – sausages, 

salamis,  luncheon etc. 

Game animal specialists – smoked and 

corned venison. 

 

Phone/Fax Andrew on 377 3397 

 

 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Hi everyone, 
It was great to be involved in the march to protest the removal 
of Taupo’s rescue helicopter.  Your committee voted 
unanimously for this donation of $1,000 to the Greenlea 
helicopter and to LANDSAR Taupo $500.  We believe this 
service is essential for the greater part of the central North 
Island.  We all know how the weather in this area can close in 
quite quickly and if someone is in trouble action from your 
local base results in positive outcomes.  Kris and I managed 

to get away hunting with my son visiting from Perth last weekend.  My son Carl shot a really nice Fallow 
Buck, (A photo is displayed at the end of the newsletter) 6 deer taken in total and 1 goat.  I’ll be off to 
conference in July, if anyone has got some verbal questions they wish for me to put to head office then 
please send me a short email outlining what you would like to address.   It’s been a good roar by all 
accounts, and hope you have all been keeping safe.  Winter is on the way. 
 

Lee Garrick 
president@nzdataupo.org.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Two electric windmills are standing in a field.  One turns to the 

other and asks “What kind of music do you like?”  

the second one replies  “I’m a huge metal fan”. 

 

I hate people who can’t let go of the past 

Debt collectors are the worst!!  

 

A guy walks into a bar with his pet monkey. He orders a drink, and while he's drinking, the monkey jumps 

all over the place, eating everything behind the bar. Then the monkey jumps on to the pool table and 

swallows a billiard ball. 

The bartender screams at the guy, "Your monkey just ate the cue ball off my pool table -- whole!" 

"Sorry," replied the guy. "He eats everything in sight, the little bastard. I'll pay for everything." 

The man finishes his drink, pays and leaves. 

Two weeks later, he's in the bar with his pet monkey, again. He orders a drink, and the monkey starts 

running around the bar. The monkey finds a maraschino cherry on the bar. He grabs it, sticks it up his ass, 

pulls it out and eats it. 

The bartender is disgusted. "Did you see what your monkey did now?" he asks. 

"Yeah," replies the guy. "He still eats everything in sight, but ever since he swallowed that 

cue ball, he measures stuff first." 



 

 

 

Editors Report 
Hi everyone, 

My apologise for the incorrect date advertised in last months 

newsletter for the club shoot, those on email were notified of the 

error, wasn’t possible to notify everyone who received the printed 

copy.  Also the NZDA vs Pistol shoot has been permanently moved 

to November now so the shoot this month is a club day.   

We have the Photographic & Antler Horn & Tusk Competition this 

month,  Tuesday 22nd May which will give plenty of opportunity to 

get entries, by the 22nd June, into the National Office.  Forms for the 

National Competition will be available on the night of our Branch 

competition.  Full details follow below. 

Hope you all had a productive roar and enjoyed some time in the 

hills. 

Cheers 

Kris 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photographic & Antler, Horn and Tusk Competition 
 

WHEN:   Tuesday 22nd May 
TIME:      7.30pm start 
 

Message from National Office 
Please note there is a new provisional photographic entry which covers Trail Cam and Drone pictures.  

National office has received some enquiries about photographic entries from Trail Cams and Drones.  

Moving forward to gauge whether or not there is the interest in these categories they have created an entry  

form for this year’s photographic competition. There will be no entry fee and it will be an Exhibition Only  

class. If sufficient entries are received a remit maybe put forward at this conference for discussion or a rule  

change maybe put forward at the 2019 conference which will take effect in 2020. 
 

 

 

 

 



PHOTOGRAPHIC RULES- TAUPO BRANCH 
You must be a full financial member of the branch, both at the time of taking the photograph and of 

entering it in the competition. 

  

Colour Photographs 

1. There are two competitions (a) colour or B&W prints (film)  and (b) digital prints. 

2.  All photographs must be taken during the 12 months prior to judging night (usually mid May).  If a film 

has not been developed in time for the competition it may be entered the following year. 

3.  Subject matter is to be relevant to hunting, hunting country and/or associated activities of NZDA 

members and to be taken from land within New Zealand and not from any form of conveyance. 

4.  Maximum size of photograph is 5 inches by 7 inches (127mm x 178mm).  Submitted entries must be 

printed on photographic quality paper. 

5.  Photographs must have the entrants name on the back and preferably be titled. 

6.  Photographs taken in a manner, or of a subject, that is not in the spirit of, or is in violation of, NZDA 

ethics and game rules, will not be considered when judging. 

7.  Digital prints may be a composite of various images and must not be subject to the copyright of any other 

owner.. 

Categories of Competition 
1.  In Sections A, B1, B2, B3, subject matter to be in it’s wild outdoor state and not in any form of captivity.  

Photographs or slides of wounded or dead animals, birds, insects, reptiles or amphibians will be disqualified. 

2.  In Section C the subject matter is to be scenic and relevant to hunting country, any human activity should 

be of minor importance. 

3.  In Section D the subject matter is to be of any NZ Flora (tree, plant, vegetation, bush etc) in it’s natural 

environment. 

4.  In Section E the main component of the subject matter is to be human activity, ie camp scenes, hunting or 

NZDA activities.  Human interaction must be the main feature of the photograph or slide and should tell or 

indicate a story. 

5.  Section F.  Best colour  or B&W photograph of all sections.  

6.  Section G.  All junior photographs entered in any category are eligible for inclusion in this section of the 

competition.  The judges/organisers have the right to place any junior photographic entry into this 

competition, even if they have not specifically requested it, so long as their validity as a junior is confirmed. 

7. Section H. Free for all category. Photo can be taken anywhere, any time. (Taupo only rules) 

PHOTOGRAPHIC TROPHIES 

A.  Colour Prints 
Section A                                                                            

Game Animals   
Lake Dispensary Cup 

Section B  

Other Wildlife—Birds   

Hatmak Trophy  
Section B2    

Other Wildlife—Mammals  
Pearson Trophy 

Section B3   

 Other Wildlife—Insects,      

Reptiles & Amphibians   
Chappell Cup 
Section C    

Scenic & Stalking   
Taupo One Hour Photo Trophy 
Section D    

Flora    
Aanensen Wilderness Trophy 



 

Section E    

Human Interest   Images Gallery 

Cup 
Section F    

Best Print   Lake Taupo 

Cameras  
Section G    

Best Junior Print 

  
Taupo Times Young Photographer 

B.  Digital Prints 
Same Sections as above with Certificates awarded in all categories except for the Best Digital Print which 

receives the Dick Dutton Trophy. 

Videos    (based on National Competition Rules) 

1.  Entrants must be full financial members of the branch at the time the video was taken and when entering 

the competition. 

2.  The competition is restricted to amateur film makers only. 

3.  All entries are to be made within a three year period prior to judging. 

4.  Videos must not exceed twenty minutes running time. 

5.  Subject matter to be relevant to hunting, hunting country and/or associated activities of NZDA members 

and to be taken within NZ.  

6.  All entries must be marked with the entrants name and the title. 

  

VIDEO TROPHIES 

BOB RAMSAY TROPHY - SENIORS 

BOB RAMSAY TROPHY - JUNIORS 

  

Antler Horn and Tusk Competition 
You must be a full financial member of the branch, both at the time of taking the animal and of entering 

it in the competition. 

 
ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL ANTLER, HORN AND TUSK COMPETITIONS IN RELATION TO FAIR 
CHASE: Entries will not be eligible if A TROPHY FEE HAS BEEN PAID. Entries will also not be eligible for 
entry if any of the following methods of taking a trophy(s) are used: - The animal: - 

 Must not have been taken in an enclosed area ie, behind deer wire or any such fence or fixture that 
impedes the animal’s unrestricted chance of escape    

 Must not have been restrained ie, in a snare, trap, fence etc 

 Must not have been taken with the aid of a spotlight or use of night vision equipment 

 Must not have been taken from an aircraft, powered vehicle or vessel 

 Must not have been coursed by dogs (with the exception of wild pigs). 
Must not have been taken in a manner where animal behaviour has been intentionally influenced by 
the use of a powered craft 

DEFINITION OF WILD GAME ANIMAL: Entries for all categories of Antler Horn and Tusk competitions be 
accepted from all feral self sustaining populations of game animals, whether these be from the 
acknowledged existing feral ranges of the animals or from new or satellite herds which have developed from 
natural spread, liberations or escapes. Escapees and animals taken with ear tags or evidence of previous 
ear tags or other identification markings are not eligible for entry into the Antler Horn and Tusk competition.
  

 

 

 



NZDA National Office Press Release – Prior to the Roar.   
 
Advice that’s valid at any time of the year... 
 
Hunters should stick to the basics and “be safe” 
 
Safe use of hunting firearms is pretty basic, says NZDA President Bill O’Leary. 
The approaching “roar” and the opening of the game bird season will encourage thousands of hunters into 
the hills and swamps of New Zealand and national hunting associations and key government departments 
think it is timely to remind hunters to “be safe”. 
 
In the past decade the number of firearm license applicants has more than doubled and this has increased 
hunter numbers. 
 
Bill O’Leary, President of New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association is reminding hunters to follow some basic 
rules: 

 Get a firearms licence 

 Get permission to access and hunt on land 

 Communicate your presence to other hunters  

 Understand and observe the basic rules of firearm safety. 

Mr O’Leary said that the media and the public tend to focus on the “failure to identify” incidents but he 
emphasises that most incidents are the result of failure to observe basic rules such as always pointing the 
firearm in a safe direction. 
 
Analysis of incidents has identified potential causal factors. Unlicensed shooters and illegal hunting are 
“red flags” and along with spotlighting have featured too frequently in shooting incidents, Mr O’Leary said. 
 
“Experienced shooters are not exempt from making mistakes. Bad habits, complacency and deteriorated 
eyesight have been linked to past incidents. Tiredness and dehydration increase the likelihood of making 
that fatal mistake. 
 
“Each and every hunter needs to look hard at their own and their mates’ attitudes and conduct and ensure 
that safety is the most basic of considerations when hunting”. 
 
Last year was a good year said Mr O’Leary with no non intentional shootings. Hunting  safely  and coming 
home safe is a pretty basic aim for 2018. 
 
Bill O’Leary is the National President of New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association which is a national 
organisation of hunters with 48 branches running training in safe firearm usage and hunting. NZDA is a 
member of the Firearm Safety Council comprised of all national hunting and firearm organisations. 
 
For further information contact Bill O’Leary   027 4305 008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Consultation - Secure storage requirements for firearm licence holders: Police 
policy and practice 

http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/news-and-updates 

 [18 April 2018] New Zealand Police is seeking feedback on the updated draft Secure Storage 
Requirements for Firearms Licence Holders. 

This draft document has been updated since it was released in November 2017. Changes have been 
made based on feedback received last year.  
Those wishing to provide further feedback can contact us on secure-storage-firearms@police.govt.nz 
(link sends e-mail). Feedback closes at 5pm on 16 May 2018.  
Please put "Secure Storage" in the subject line. 

Also attached is the report on Security and Storage of Firearms Public Submissions.  
This report will provide the reader with an understanding of submissions received as a result of the 2017 
consultation and what action was taken. 

         Draft Secure Storage Requirements for Firearms Licence Holders (PDF 766KB) 

         Report on Security and Storage of Firearms Public Submissions (PDF 587KB) 

 Best regards, 

Phil 

 

Photo by Gary Harwood 

 

http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/news-and-updates
mailto:secure-storage-firearms@police.govt.nz?subject=Secure%20Storage
mailto:secure-storage-firearms@police.govt.nz?subject=Secure%20Storage
http://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/draft-secure-storage-requirements-for-firearms-licence-holders.pdf
http://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/report-on-security-and-storage-firearms-public-submission-2018.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Taupo’s Rescue Helicopter & LANDSAR 

      
Most of you will be aware of the fight to keep the Rescue Helicopter in Taupo, a very 

Successful public march of support for the service was organised a few weeks ago which 

resulted in over 1,000 supporters turning out in the pouring rain.  These guys rescue 

people in all weather so it seemed fitting that everyone came out to support them on such 

a wet day.  The NZDA Taupo Branch Committee felt it was appropriate to show our   

members support for the Greenlea Helicopter service and the LANDSAR team.   

Lee Garrick our president and Gary Harwood our Kaimanawa Liaison Group rep presented 

both organisations with a monetary donation of $1,000 to Greenlea Helicopters and $500 to 

Taupo LANDSAR.  We hope both organisations continue to be able to deliver their 

invaluable service to those who need it in the Central Plateau region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Update From Kaimanawa Hunter Liaison Group Gary Harwood And Mike Main, 

NZDA Taupo Representatives. 

 
WARO Review: 

WARO has been in existence for a number of years justified as a method of controlling game animal 

numbers.  Anyone can apply for a WARO concession and hunt anywhere in the permitted areas, with no 

priority given to areas or type of animal where WARO is needed to lower animal densities to enhance 

environmental outcomes and improve herd quality.   

Recreational hunters accept that WARO operations are necessary to control animal numbers in certain areas 

where there is an over population causing stress to the environment, and also point out that a stressed herd 

producing poor conditioned animals with little appeal as meat animals and poor antler growth with little or 

no potential for trophy class animals in these areas has little appeal to recreational hunters. 

The current WARO industry is dependent on feral venison prices, causing an inconsistent level of control, 

with operators carrying out WARO when prices are at a level that makes WARO viable, and when prices are 

at a level where WARO is not viable no WARO operations are carried out. 

The WARO industry has an annual value to the New Zealand economy of between $5m - $10m, depending 

on prices, whereas the recreational hunting industry has an annual value of over $150m. 

There are currently 38 national WARO permit holders in New Zealand and in the 2017 year there 

were 34,403 unique individual hunting permits issued for public land in New Zealand through the 

DOC online hunting permit system. 

Recreational hunters account for 135,000 deer and 132,000 other big game animals annually while WARO 

accounts for between 10,000 and 30,000 depending on prices. 

The current WARO regime causes major conflict with recreational hunters mainly because WARO is not 

targeted to areas where needed or targeting the correct animal type.   

WARO operators target the easy areas, open tops, which are also easily accessed by recreational hunters, at 

times when stags are growing their velvet in these areas, and also target stags because of higher body weight 

and added value of the velvet, which is in direct conflict with recreational hunters who value these animals 

for their trophy potential. 

It is unacceptable that 38 WARO operators can cause so much conflict and disruption for over 34,000 

recreational hunters. 

The current WARO system has caused conflict between DOC, the WARO operators and hunters for years.  

In 2015 after pressure applied by hunting groups and commercial operators, DOC agreed to a review of the 

current WARO system, and issued three year concessions to provide time for this review to take place, but 

DOC have since reneged on their promise to hold a review.  

 The Game Animal Council will now hold a review of the WARO system and attempt to bring all parties 

together to resolve this issue before new 10-year permits are issued in September, so here’s hoping we can 

finally resolve the conflict and disruption caused by the current system.   

We will be sending a submission on behalf of NZDA Taupo to the GAC, DOC and the Minister of 

conservation which will include some of the following points. 

How Do We Change The Current Regime To Make WARO More Effective At Delivering The Desired 

Environmental Outcomes And Limit Conflict With Recreational Hunters? 

If the true objective and purpose of WARO is to control wild animal numbers then the following 

changes are essential. 

1. Identify an approved operator for each area, so operators are not competing with each other in the same 

area and all racing for the easy and most accessible animals   

2. Establish a deer browse monitoring programme or some other method that is agreed between DOC and 

recreational hunters in areas where deer populations are perceived to be too high, causing damage to the 

environment and resulting in poor animal condition 

3. Where deer populations are proven to be too high, establish the number required to be removed to 

restore an acceptable environmental outcome and better-quality herd 

4. Contract the approved WARO operator for that area to remove the required number of deer, taking 

hinds only 



5. Pay the contractor for their flying hours and take the income from the animals recovered and deposit 

into a holding fund.  

6.  This holding fund could then be allocated to predator control (possums, stoats etc), vegetation 

monitoring in the area and continued WARO operations in times when feral venison prices become 

uneconomic for viable WARO operations thus providing a means to continue a consistent level of 

control in areas where needed, not the boom and bust scenario we now have      

7. Once the animal population is at the required level, encourage recreational hunters to hunt the area to 

maintain the animal population at this level 

8. Use recreational hunters as a free resource to control deer numbers by encouraging organised fly in 

hunts on a similar basis to the NZDA Taupo and Sika Foundation organised hunts programme, where 

four hunts per year are organised into areas where numbers need to be controlled.  NZDA and Sika 

Foundation members have given their time free, to establish helicopter landing pads in these areas, and 

negotiated discounted fly in fees with helicopter operators to encourage uptake for these hunts    

          

This is just a summary of some of the points covered in our submission but gives the general idea of where 

we are coming from, if you have any points you wish to include call Gary 027 487 2304 or Mike 021 241 

8593 

 

Cheers 

Gary & Mike     

 

 

 
Carl Garrick’s Fallow Buck 



 

 

      NEW MEMBERS 
 Mark Bradley 

 Sarah Bradley 

 Michael Bradley 

 Jaime Thomas 

 Joe Keeley 

 Jessica Keeley 

 James Keely 

 Blake Campbell 

 Bryce Giddy 

 Thomas Leathwick 

 Kevin Folley 

 Yvette Folley 

 Sean Folley 

 Courtney Folley 
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If unclaimed please 

return to:  

NZDA  

PO Box 356  

TAUPO  


