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New Committee Members
We welcome 3 new committee members this month
and it's great to have them on board.
Phil Caira will look after sponsorship, Mike Barton is
our DoC Liaison rep on the committee of the Central
North Island Sika Foundation, and Mike Bailey is our
new Membership Officer.
We still need people to help us with bookkeeping/Xero,
financial planning and budgets, as well as the library
and our archives. If you are interested and have the
relevant skills, please call Mark on 027 2909319.

2021/22 Committee
Patron

Curly Elmiger

President

Mark Bridgman McMillan

Vice-President

Bob Neckelson

Secretary

Kath Keeley

Treasurer

Currently vacant

Club captain

Alan Jackson

Range master

Alan Gordon

Range sub committee

Grant Botting

22. section

Peter Miles & Bill Seal

Armourers

Peter Miles & Bill Seal

Membership officer

Mike Bailey

Librarian

Currently vacant

Archives

Currently vacant

Sponsorship

Phil Caira

Trophy heads

Vern Pearson

Hunting Coordinators

Saran Tepavac & Paul Coleman

Doc liaison rep

Mike Barton

To contact NZDA Taupo phone 027 2909319 or email: secretary@nzdataupo.org.nz

President's Report
September, 2021
Although the latest Covid-19 lockdown stopped
us in our tracks for a couple of weeks, our range
master Alan, with help from others, has been busy
at the range sprucing up the facilities, cleaning up
the mess, and fixing things on the property.

There are plenty of good reasons to become a
NZDA member, especially with the upcoming
changes to the legislation. It's clear that many
shooters have no idea about the importance of
these matters.

Many thanks to Alan and those who have given
him a hand. There's plenty more to do, as the
work never ends. Range maintenance is now a
priority so if you have the time and skills and are
happy to help out, please let me or Alan know.
Any assistance is hugely appreciated.

We have put a general outline for you in this
newsletter to clarify it a little more, although
the finer details of the range certification and
new legislation are still to be confirmed.

While at the range, I always take the opportunity
to talk to visitors to see if they are locals, make
sure they take note of the safety regulations, and
if they are not club members I explain the benefits
and encourage them to join us.
Just by having a chat with casual range users, a
bunch of new member applications for the branch
are now being processed by the National Office.

In the meantime, Kath has been busy with all
the admin and correspondence for the branch,
while also organising our 2021 Prize Shoot. It
will be held on November 6, and preregistration is now open.
Our new sponsorship coordinator Phil has
secured an awesome spot prize for one lucky
entrant, with thanks to NZ Ammo, and there
will be plenty of other prizes to be won on the
day. Make sure you save the date!
Regards,

NZDA App
Download it today
The NZDA Membership & Discounts
App is now live and ready for you to
download. Go to Google play or the
Apple store and search for NZ
Deerstalkers. Select Install or GET.
Once installed either open via the app
or click open. Once in the app, you will
need to register with your membership
details, then you can access the app
and enjoy the discounts.

Mark Bridgman McMillan
e: president@nzdataupo.org.nz
p: 027 2909319

HUNTS Course
The planned Hunter National
Training Scheme (HUNTS) course
in September had to be postponed
due to Covid-19 Alert Levels.

Trainees learn about hunting in
our unique conditions and
develop essential bushcraft and
shooting skills.

HUNTS
Course

The Taupo Branch now welcomes
new applications for October,
which again will be subject to Alert
Levels.

To take part, you will need a
good level of fitness, enough to
carry a loaded pack cross
country.

2, 3 October
8, 9, 10 October

Since 1987, HUNTS has seen
thousands of hunters gain the
skills needed to safely and
responsibly hunt big game in NZ.

A firearms licence is preferred
but not mandatory. You need to
be a NZDA member to take part.

Dates 2021

(subject to potential
alert level changes)

To reserve your spot for the upcoming HUNTS course, contact Kris on 027 307 1324.
More information about the HUNTS course on the NZDA website.
HUNTS is primarily designed for new hunters who are aged 18+ but younger hunters are welcome
to join with parent/guardian approval. Parents and children often take a HUNTS course together.

Photo: Peter O’Driscoll

PLEASE NOTE:
If you have already applied to take part in a 2021 HUNTS course, please get in touch. With the change
of committee members and email addresses, some details may have been lost.

TAUPO 2021 PRIZE SHOOT
Save the Date and Register Now!

Date: Saturday, 6th November 2021
Shooting commences at 9.30am
All experience levels welcome. Bring the family!
REGISTRATIONS:

ENTRY FEES (per event)

Pre-register online on nzdataupo.org.nz/Events or do it on the day from
8.30am until the last detail is on the mound. Shooting begins at 9.30am.
There is a form on the website you can use to register or you can email
secretary@nzdataupo.org.nz with your details to let us know which
category you would like to enter. You can enter one category or both.

MEMBERS - Senior $35
NON-MEMBERS - Senior $45
Junior (under 18) FREE

Make your payment online, account number: 03 04300 249818 00.
Please use your surname as a reference and include Prize Shoot as the
code. Pre-registration closes on 1st November 2021.

Major Spot Prize Sponsored by GPO & NZ Ammunition
GPO 4-16 x 50 Riflescope – RRP $1200

The GPO Scope will be won by one lucky competitor on the day! *
*The winner needs to be at prize giving to qualify for the draw.
If not present, a re-draw will take place until a winner is found.

TAUPO ANNUAL PRIZE SHOOT
Graded Shoot and Hunter Class - Both shoots run consecutively
Graded 4P shoot.

HUNTER CLASS

National rules, but Taupo reserves the right to
make a final decision. All equipment allowed.
Shooting jacket, pants, boots, glove, hat, kneeling
roll, and single point sling. No restriction on
scope power.

HUNTER CLASS - non graded
Top three scores – Cash Prize!!
Plus, a prize table for all entries.

4 Grades. A, B, C and D grade. If you don’t have a
grading, we can grade you on the day.
Major prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
Prize table for other entries.
REFRESHMENTS: Free morning and afternoon tea,
BBQ Sausages, hot pork or venison sandwiches
after the shoot, and tea or coffee.
CAMPING: Camping is available on the Range.
$10 service fee only. No power points. There's
plenty of room onsite with kitchen and toilet
facilities in the clubroom.

RULES:
5 Shots in each of the 4 positions:
Prone, Sitting, Kneeling & Stand. Shooter can
elect to shoot a less stable position if desired.
No sighters
Centre fire Calibre .222 up to 8mm maximum.
Scope set to a maximum power of 9X.
No Target equipment: No jackets, elbow pads,
shooting gloves or shooting hats etc. No Rests
or Bi-pods.
Slings: 2 Point slings are allowed but if used,
must be attached in positions. No Single point
slings allowed.

All enquiries to Kath Keeley, phone 021 035 4455 or email secretary@nzdataupo.org.nz.
PLEASE NOTE: By signing up for the Taupo Branch Prize Shoot you consent for your email address to be shared with our
main sponsors who may contact you for marketing purposes. Your privacy is important to us so you can opt out if you wish.

New Range Legislation
Range to be Certified by June 24, 2022
As we all know, following the Christchurch Mosque
shootings on 15 March 2019, the Government
announced that it would introduce an Arms
Legislation Bill and establish a new new regulatory
regime to regulate the use and storage of firearms
in New Zealand.
What this means for the Club
Clubs have one year to comply from 24th June
2022 and a range will be shut down if it fails
inspection or is considered unsafe.
As our range is one of the most popular in the
country, there are many non-members and people
from outside of Taupo that visit the range and use
the facility to shoot.
Due to the new legislation, we will have to introduce
some changes and tighten security measures to
make sure we can still accommodate these walk-ins
while making sure that Taupo complies.
At the Regional Branch Meeting held in Rotorua on
August 14, Peter Miles took us through what is
currently known about the new range legislation,
and what that means for local NZDA branches.

Although the finer details are yet to be fully
confirmed, here are the key points from Peter’s
presentation:
Clubs have one year to comply from 24th
June 2022.
Clubs need to be incorporated and ranges
need resource consent.
All ranges will need to be certified by a
police approved range inspector.
Every activity on the range must be written
in the range standing orders.
Activities that are not noted in the range
standing orders are not allowed.
There are about 40 headings required in
the range standing orders.
Range standing orders are the
responsibility of the club.
All ricochets must stay on the land we
control.
Range Officers must be on duty whenever
people are shooting.
Range officers must be appropriately
trained.
We will gradually introduce the necessary
measures and make sure to keep you informed.

Healthy Animals need a Healthy Habitat
Deer Management and Spring Hunting

Looking after our game animals requires
looking after the habitat and ecosystems that
support them.
This requires knowledge of how game animal
herds work and how the choices we make
while out hunting have an impact on them.
Hunters have a critical role in game animal
management, and in areas with too many
animals can contribute by focusing on
harvesting yearling and breeding age females
this spring.
While spikers and young velvet stags might be
easy targets, removing males has far less
impact on managing deer populations than
harvesting females and will reduce the
intensity of the rut come April.
An overpopulated herd will also mean less
quality stags in the future.
Experienced hunters understand that a
healthy habitat supports healthy game
animals. It means better outcomes for all.

They also know that while a game animal herd can
recover from poor management in a matter of
years. For our forests and other native habitats it
takes much longer (it could be decades).
That's why it is critical to do what we can to assist
with good game animal management.
It will ensure the protection of our native
ecosystems while providing for consistently highquality game animal herds and quality hunting.
As hunters, we can help achieve a much healthier
herd balance by targeting more yearling and
breeding females while at the same time having
the the discipline to leave younger males to
mature.

Hunting is Conservation
Choose Quality over Quantity
The resources on the Game Animal Council
website explain these concepts further.

What's Happening at the Range
Work onsite continues
A plan to manage the trees at the range is now in
place as it is important to keep the property tidy and
the trees and vegetation in good condition.
The maintenance work that we started in July and
August continues now we have dropped a
Covid-19 alert level, and the area is being cleaned up
so we can all enjoy it more.
The plans to create a new family picnic space for
members is taking shape, and we are looking at
creating a fenced off, designated area for social
events.
For this, we would love some more picnic tables. If
Range Maintenance
you can construct a couple of them for the club,
please let us know. The branch will pay for materials
Our range master Alan has been busy on the
and timber.
property removing rubbish, fixing features,
replacing padlocks, lights and door latches,
New keys
clearing foliage and more.
The lock to the gate at the
range has been changed and
new keys are available for
members at a cost of $20.

With thanks to Bob Neckelson, the Camellia
hedge alongside the clubrooms has also been
nicely pruned.

Call Mark on 027 2909319
to arrange pickup.

There's plenty more to do so if you have some
spare time and would like to give Alan a hand,
please contact us!

Next Regional Branch Meeting

Can you help us with CAD?

Representatives of the regional branches meet
a few times a year to catch up and connect with
each other, address concerns, and share ideas.

We're upgrading the equipment for our shoots,
and we are looking for someone who can
modify the existing CAD drawings as they need
to be amended for us to go ahead.

At the recent NZDA Regional Branch meeting in
Rotorua on August 14, we decided to host the
next one in Taupo. At this stage, we are looking
at Saturday, the 13th of November.

If you have the software we need and know
how to update out-of-date CAD files, please get
in touch.

Painting (1888) by Thomas Blinks, of a 100mtr Running Deer competition at Wimbledon Common, London

Range Day August
50 metre Running Game Target (Boar), 30 shot – slow runs
Last time I checked, shooting, as a sport
discipline, has been in every Olympic Games with
the exceptions of St. Louis 1904 and Amsterdam
1928. It was an Olympic foundation sport and in
1896 was contested with four pistol and two rifle
events. On the world stage it has been with us for
a long time.
50 metre running target (or boar) is an ISSF
shooting event, shot with a .22LR calibre rifle at a
target depicting a boar moving across a 10-metre
wide opening. It was devised as a replacement for
100 metre running deer in the 1960s and made
its way into the Olympic programme in 1972.
A keenly contested match was held in August in
Taupo. At the pre-shoot briefing, it was agreed
that we could operate the shoot in a slightly more
efficient manner in that the rotation of shooters,
scorer, marker, and register-keeper could be
dispensed with so as not to interrupt the state of
play by the need to change positions.
Unconventional perhaps, but each shooter was
permitted their sighting shots, which they viewed,
and then proceeded with the match.

Neil MacLean from Hastings arrived early after a
tippy-toe journey across SH5. A bit frosty along
the way, but he was here. And as is often the
case, a chilly start is a precursor to a fine day,
which it was.
A great day for shooting on a beautiful range
that boasts superb facilities. A final tally of
scores placed Bob N. with 176, one ahead of
Alan G. (175), and Neil M. 139.
Alan G.
Range Master
NZDA Taupo Branch.

Other News & Info
Website & social media
If you use social media, give the club a like or
follow as we are using Facebook and Instagram
a lot more these days to share news and info.
We are also building a brand new website for
the Taupo branch, which should be ready for
launch in a few weeks' time.
The current website has been up for a few
years now, and it's time for a refresh and make
it a useful online tool that tells the story of
Deerstalkers in Sika Country.

Prize Shoot Prizes
As you have seen above, we will be holding our annual Prize Shoot on the first Saturday of
November. As this is our major fund raising event of the year for our club, we want it to be the
success it always has been since its inception in the 80’s.
Yes, that’s right! This year will be the 36th Taupo Prize Shoot. As you can imagine, there is a lot of
work that goes on behind the scenes prior to the big day to ensure it all runs smoothly. This work
started some weeks ago now.
We have a Sponsorship Officer join our Committee, and Phil is doing an excellent job in obtaining
significant sponsorship for the Branch, and in particular this year’s Prize Shoot. The first of which
is the GPO Scope donated for a spot prize on the day.
Of course, it wouldn’t be a Prize Shoot if there weren’t any Prizes!! If you know of a local
business that would like to support us or if you would like to make a donation yourself, then please
let me know. You can call me on 021 0354455 or email secretary@nzdataupo.org.nz
We provide a continuous morning and afternoon tea during the competition which is enjoyed by
shooters and all involved on the day. If you can help out by donating home or store bought baking,
or you could take a turn at looking after the serving of this it would be appreciated.
We also will be needing help on the day in all sorts of roles. Range Officers, Target runners, Butts
crew, Registration officers, and general Goffers. If you can help out for all or part of the day, then
again, please let me know.
Kath Keeley
Prize Shoot Coordinator

Taupo Branch Range Calendar 2021
Branch shoots on 3rd Sunday of the month
October: Sunday 17th

RANGE DAY
Centre fire or Rimfire 100 metre 4P.
Pre prize shoot warm up.

November: Saturday 6th

2021 PRIZE SHOOT
100 metre 4 position Graded Open Competition.
100 metre Hunter Class Competition.

November: Sunday 28th

NZDA/PISTOL CLUB
Annual interclub competition.
Teams event - Rimfire rifle and pistol shoot.
BBQ to follow.

December: Sunday 5th

CHRISTMAS PARTY BBQ AND SHOOT
Family day out. Novelty rimfire shoots.
Social hour and Christmas BBQ.

Historical Photos
Digitalised for future generations

The historical photos, newspaper clippings and other records we found earlier this year are all
being scanned and saved digitally. There are some real treasures there and we are sharing them
weekly on our social media platforms - Facebook and Instagram @nzdataupo.
If you would like to help us finance this project, restoring and digitalising our Club's historical
records, you can purchase a copy of the Taupo Deerstalkers 50th Anniversary Book (1957 - 2007)
for $25 incl. postage.

Range Day September
Rimfire Rifle Metallic Silhouette

Metallic silhouette is descended from an old Mexican sport, dating back to the early 1900s, where live
game animals were staked out at varying distances as targets. By 1948, this practice was stopped and
from then on, metal cut-outs of the animals were used instead of live animals.
After a week of rain, the weather cleared for our Rimfire Rifle Metallic Silhouette Shoot on September
19. Some photos here, and a report from Range Master Alan G. will follow in our next newsletter.

