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Tui, an amazing indicator dog, at the Thunderbolt Tops. Photo: Miriam Bleackley 



These are the people who have been voted in
by club members to represent them. We meet
once a month, and our role is to run the club
sustainably. 

To contact us, please phone Mark on 
027 2909319 or send an email to:
secretary@nzdataupo.org.nz 

Online, you can find us on: 
Website:     nzdataupo.org.nz
Facebook:  @nzdataupo.org.nz
Instagram: @nzdataupo   

Club Committee 

2021/22 Committee 

Patron 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary
Treasurer

Club captain 
Range master
Range sub committee 
22. section 
Armourers
Membership officer 
Librarian 
Archives 
Sponsorship  
Trophy heads 
Doc liaison rep 
Hunting Coordinator 

 

Curly Elmiger  

Mark Bridgman McMillan   
Bob Neckelson
Kath Keeley                          
Currently vacant 

Allan Jackson 
Alan Gordon
Grant Botting 
Peter Miles & Bill Seal 
Peter Miles & Bill Seal 
Mike Bailey
Alan Gordon
Currently vacant 
Phil Caira 
Vern Pearson 
Mike Barton 
Saran Tepavac 

027 4800869 

027 2909319  
07 378 2298 
021 0354455                      

021 1406475 
021 1549511
027 4576287
Peter: 027 4762731 
Bill:  021 2316223
027 5261711
021 1549511

021 746544
07 3784908
027 4908007 
021 02446332

https://nzdataupo.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/www.nzdataupo.org.nz
https://www.instagram.com/nzdataupo/
https://www.instagram.com/nzdataupo/


Events playing out in both New Zealand and Ukraine are having major
repercussions for people both here and the rest of the world, especially in
Europe.

It puts things into perspective. 

While there are problems at home, they pale into insignificancy to the
problems elsewhere.

In New Zealand, it seems incompetency seems to be a prerequisite to have if
you are the ruling party along with no knowledge of adaptive management as
well as the inability to listen to other points of view.

The people of Ukraine are standing up for their lives, not thinking twice about
taking up arms supplied by their own government to repel the enemy. How
would we go here with the current government hell bent on removing firearms
from legitimate licenced owners? 

President's Report
Apathy and indifference

The Ukrainian government recognised very early on that it is not only the
enemy you face head on but the saboteurs within that are equally
destructive. 

Some of the positive projects we have achieved include moving forward
with setting up Xero for our accounts systems, taking advantage of
opportunities made available from National Office.

Work done by a contractor has increased our connectivity with members
and the public through our social media and our website, resulting in a
steady stream of new members each month. We are better equipped now to
keep our members up to date with information about club activities.

Through the work of our sponsorship manager Phil, we have secured
sponsorship from Winchester & Kilwell Sports for the .22 section (see
details further on). 

Maintenance of the trees adjacent to the main driveway is currently
underway with Bob and Alan, removing, pruning, and stacking slash in piles
ready for burning at the appropriate time.

Mike Barton continues to be our rep on the Sika Foundation and is doing great work. Mike Bailey has provided
valuable input to committee meetings and will pick up the membership officer position as soon as his new
house is completed.

We'll continue to set up the systems behind the scenes to be compatible with the endless communications
and statuary requirements. Kath and I, along with Dave Comber have also formulated a new constitution. 

To achieve a robust organisation, the club is about to present this updated constitution to bring it in line with
the national office constitution. This will be sent to you prior to an extraordinary meeting for ratification.



During a recent committee meeting, it was apparent why the club is not progressing as fast as it could
or should to meet the needs of club members and to maintain the clubs’ facilities.

We have two sides. One trying to move ahead with modern tools and practices to achieve realistic
goals for the betterment of the club. The other more interested in their personal needs and abilities as
opposed to the needs of the club. Similar traits to Putin, Ardern and Trudeau.

As a member you have an important role to play in the club. 

While it is an advantage to have skilled members to manage the various position on the committee they
can also be filled through contractors. This would mean a totally different model to how the club is
being run now.

President's Report
~ Continued 

One of the issues the continually comes up at
committee meetings is the newsletter, where a
couple of members believe they can produce a
newsletter themselves to save money. 

If you are happy with the current newsletter as well
as our social media, can you please let me know.

Your participation is required to keep committee members honest and accountable through the election
process.

In the past we have had members just filling positions on the committee and not preforming the work that
is required to move the club forward.

We must move away from personalities to performance-based results.

As a member you should be actively involved in making these decisions with the voting process at the
AGM.

In the next club newsletter prior to the AGM there will be information on the voting process along with
questionnaire to find out what members requirements are.

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me directly.

A week before the AGM, NZDA CEO Gwyn Thurlow will be the clubs quest speaker. 

More information in the next newsletter. 

Regards, 

Mark Bridgman McMillan 
 e: president@nzdataupo.org.nz
 p: 027 2909319



More new firearm laws have come into effect on February 1st, including more stringent vetting for
licences. Those found guilty of gun crimes will face harsher penalties and Firearms Prohibition
Orders will be introduced to ensure guns don't fall into the wrong hands.

The regulations also mean additional information will be required by applicants for firearms
licences, including a list of countries travelled to or visited in the previous five years involving
stays of 14 days or more, and the length of stay in each country address.

The reforms, made under the Arms Amendment Regulations 2021, are some of the many changes
created by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into the terrorist attack on Christchurch masjidain on
March 15, 2019. 

Changes to Firearms Legislation
What's the latest 

TRANSPORTING FIREARMS IN VEHICLES

Where firearms and/or ammunition are
transported, they should be hidden from
view, preferably in a locked boot, glovebox
or similar compartment that can secure the
items.

When firearms are being transported in a
vehicle it is a requirement to remove the
bolt, mechanism and/or end of the firearm.

BILL PASSES FIRST READING  

The proposed law that introduces the country's
next tranche of firearm reforms has passed its
first reading unanimously in Parliament on
Wednesday, February 9. 

Labour, National, the Greens, ACT, and Te Pāti
Māori voted in favour of the Firearms
Prohibition Orders Legislation Bill.

ACT leader David Seymour said he supported
the bill because it was of higher quality than the
Government’s previous firearms control
reforms, which were a “knee-jerk” reaction to
the terror attack.

NZ Police Minister Poto Williams mentioned to the press
that the government remains committed to having the
firearms register up and running by June 2023, saying: 

"This is a key change to the firearms vetting process,
which will help ensure anyone with red flags in other
jurisdictions will be identified. 

Police can then consider whether these individuals are fit
and proper to hold a firearms licence in New Zealand."

Police Minister Poto Williams. (Source: Parliament TV)

More information: 
www.police.govt.nz/advice-
services/firearms-and-safety

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2021/0106/latest/whole.html
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice-services/firearms-and-safety


There’s some exciting news for the club from
the Junior 22. section. 

We’re proud to announce a new sponsor in
the form of Winchester ammunition, a big
thank you goes out to the team at Kilwell
Sports for making this happen.

Their significant and generous support is very
much appreciated and will help us grow one
of the most important parts of our club. 

The more youth members we can encourage
into the hunting and shooting sports the
better, this means we can grow both the club
and the sport in years to come.

What’s happening at the Range  
Wednesday's Junior 22. Shoot

Ensuring we have year-round availability and
access to .22 ammunition for the weekly
Wednesday night shoots is huge bonus and with
this partnership we will be able to concentrate on
developing the junior section further. 

WHAT WHERE AND WHEN: 

The kid’s shoot is on every Wednesday at the Taupo
Rifle Range on 62 Mountain Rd, only during the
school term.  

We'd love to see more young shooters join! The
cost is just $2 for the range fee and .22 ammo is
available at $8 a box. We aim for a 6.00pm start but
please arrive 20 min early for the safety briefing. 

https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/
https://www.kilwell.co.nz/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/nzda-pistol-club-competition/


Junior Shoot .22 section

Every Wednesday evening, 6.00pm - 7.30pm,  
during school term. Cost: $2 range fee and a
box of .22 ammo is available for $8. 
All youngsters are welcome to join in. 

Range Days and Events 
What's Happening in March & April 

Saturday, March 12  
Centrefire Running Boar

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

One run is 10 scoring shots with 2 sighters.
You can shoot 2 rounds if you want.

Sunday, March 20 
Rimfire Running Game (Boar) 
Slow and Fast speeds

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

Slow speed: 2 sighting shots, followed by 10
shots scoring. Fast Speed: 2 sighting shots,
followed by 10 scoring shots.

After all competitors have shot the slow runs,
the pig will be changed to the fast speed.
There will be a 30 to 40 minute break
between the slow and the fast speeds.

Sunday, March 27 
Duck shooter eye opener!!

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

25 bird eye opener for the Duck hunters!
Get ready for opening morning, and get all
your bad shots out of the way, and get your
eye in to bring home the ducks!!

Tell your friends, and come along to have a
fun morning at the range. Keep an eye on our
social media channels for updates. We're
getting some great prizes organised! 

Tuesday, March 29
200 metre sighting in

5.00pm - 8.00pm  

The 200 metre Range will be open for
sighting in and checking loads etc.  Bring
your own targets. Please note: This will be
classed as the April sighting in evening.

Saturday, April 2
Metallic Silhouettes on 100 metre range

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

Chickens @ 40 mtr, Pigs @ 60 mtr, Turkeys @ 77
mtr, & Rams @ 100 mtr. .22LR (no hyper velocity)
Rimfire 40 Shot Silhouette shoot. A Standard
Match is 40 shots. If you wish, you can shoot half
a match which is 20 shots, 5 of each target.

https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/junior-shoot-22-section-2/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/centrefire-running-boar/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/metallic-silhouettes-on-100-metre-range-2/


Range Days and Events 
~ Continued 

Saturday, April 9
Centrefire Running Boar

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

One run is 10 scoring shots with 2 sighters.
You can shoot 2 rounds if you want.

Sunday, April 3
50 metre Rimfire 20 shot 4 position match

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

Standard Match: All target equipment can be
used. No scope power limit.

You may elect to shoot a 40 shot match. If so,
only your first 20 shots (first 5 in each
position) will be scored for the club score
records.

Sunday, April 24
Shotgun 25 birds

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

Another 25 birder to freshen up before opening
day! Traps set around the 100 metre range.

More information on the duck shooters events
will be posted on our social media channels
prior to range day. keep an eye out for it!

Sunday, April 17 
Rimfire Running Game (Boar) 
Slow and Fast speeds

9.00am - 2.00pm (approx.) 

Slow speed: 2 sighting shots, followed by 10
shots scoring. Fast Speed: 2 sighting shots,
followed by 10 scoring shots.

After all competitors have shot the slow runs,
the pig will be changed to the fast speed.
There will be a 30 to 40 minute break
between the slow and the fast speeds.

We hope you can come along and enjoy some of these range shoots and sighting in evenings put
on for your enjoyment. Any hunting rifle can be used for any of the shoots in the open class. The
Hunter class category is just a little specific around scope power and clothing. 

We especially look forward to seeing all
you duck hunters and shotgun shooters at
the range!  The shotgun events on the
27th of March and 24th of April will be
really fun shoots.  

25 birds from a couple of angles to test
your reflexes. On the 27th, we'll finish off
with a BBQ lunch and a good catch up with
fellow duck hunters. See you then! 

https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/centrefire-running-boar/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/50-metre-rimfire-20-shot-4-position-match/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/shotgun-25-birds/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/50-metre-rimfire-20-shot-4-position-match/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/50-metre-rimfire-20-shot-4-position-match/
https://nzdataupo.org.nz/event/50-metre-rimfire-20-shot-4-position-match/


We would like to give
a warm welcome to
our new members. 

Jaz Hales
Oliver Knight 
Jonathan Elliot 
Samantha Tennents 
Christopher Lamb
David Pearson
Kaitlin Elliot
Logan Frew        
Reg Ekatone 
Wayne Smith 
John Heaven 
Karl Steele 
Matt Haver 
Chris Roberts 
Dave Halliwell
Alex de Luca Oliveira       
Joseph Bolton 
Marty Devenport            
Asher Everton      
Cameron Tarrant             
Brad Groombridge         
Greg Sheehan & Family  
Sebastian Botkin              
Andre Erasmus                 
John Dyer & Family 
Ian McNabb                      
Jason Ross                          
Tamihana Aramoana     
Callum Young                    
Vaughan Tanner              
Hamish Martin                 
John Wall                            
Carl Bowman    
Neil Kemp          
Kiharoa Brown 
Kerry Parker      

New Members & Members' Benefits
It's good to be part of NZDA 

Insurance for Members

 $10,000,000 for General
Liability

 $10,000,000 for Products
Hazard Liability

 $500,000 for Statutory
Liability

As a NZDA member you and
your family can feel safe
knowing you are personally
covered in a hunting related
accident or while hunting.

Insurance only covers financial
members, and is often a
requirement when hunting on
forestry blocks, so with our
insurance cover you can access
more hunting opportunities.

NZDA and all our members are
covered by AIG Insurance New
Zealand Limited insurance when
hunting and undertaking NZDA
activities.

Your insurance indemnity
cover includes:

Discounts for Members 

If not done already, download
the official app for the NZDA
and register your membership
to access a huge amount of
exclusive discounts and
membership info.



Ecology Stream Exclosure Plot
Rangitikei River Upstream of Ecology Junction
Rangitikei/Ecology Junction
Rangitikei/Trick Creek Junction

As part of its adaptive deer management and
research programme in Kaimanawa Forest Park,
the Sika Foundation has negotiated helicopter
landings for recreational hunters to the
Kaimanawa Rangitikei Remote Experience Zone
(REZ) with DoC for the Roar of 2022.

The opportunity is to fly into four beech forest
landing sites in the main Upper Rangitikei River
Valley.

These are (see the map on the next page):

Rangitikei REZ landing sites

 

Kaimanawa Rangitikei REZ Helicopter Landing Opportunity for the 2022 Roar

Hunting parties can book a block directly with
Helisika or periods of up to 7 days/6 nights
between March 28 March to May 15. 

This opportunity is a privilege granted in
response to increasing evidence of deer
impact on beech forests in this catchment.  

All hunters will be required to submit hunting
data on a Sika Foundation hunting data form.
This data is essential so it’s mandatory.

Hunters are encouraged to take jaws from all
animals harvested and submit these to the
jaw box back at the Helisika base. 

This project is part of a Sika Foundation
collaboration with the Department of
Conservation to better manage sika deer in
Kaimanawa Forest Park. 

Please help ensure it is a success so we can
demonstrate the value of the Sika hunting
community to wider conservation outcomes.

https://www.helisika.co.nz/
https://sikafoundation.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SIKA-Data-Form.pdf
https://sikafoundation.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SIKA-Data-Form.pdf


Sika Foundation REZ Management Hunts 
Landing sites Map 

HIND DATA COMPETITION 

All hunters are eligible to enter into a hind data competition specifically for the four land sites for
this seven-week period. The most hind data (jaw, reproductive status, deer condition, etc)
submitted by an individual hunter will win a Stoney Creek prize pack. 

Find all the information on the Sika Foundation's website (under Projects)

FOODBANK SUPPORT 

If you have surplus venison from your roar hunts this year,
please consider donating to the Sika Foundation's Mince for
Foodbanks programme by contacting the Foundation when
you've returned from your hunting trip. 

This not only helps struggling local families, but it also
reinforces the value our game animals have to New Zealand
as a country.

 

https://www.stoneycreek.co.nz/
https://sikafoundation.co.nz/rangitikei-rez-roar-2022/
https://sikafoundation.co.nz/foodbank-support/


Other News & Info 

GREAT CLOVER BLEND HONEY 

An area at the Taupo range is being used for beekeeping. 
 Our honey hive lady Jane Lorimer gave us some of her clover
blend honey last year and it is really nice!  

You can email Jane with an order if you’d like to try it.  
The price is: 2kg pot $29 and a 6kg pot $75. Just email
hunnybeejane@gmail.com. It's a great way to support a
small local business. 

WILKINSON CUP

Some of our shooters
inspecting their results during
the Wilkinson Cup Postal shoot
on February 19.  With thanks
to Alan Gordon for the photo. 

MISSING TROPHY 

We are missing some of our club's trophies, and this is one of them. 
If you have the Taupo Times Young Photographer of the Year trophy at
home, or if you have seen it around, could you please return it to the
club or get in touch with Bob Neckelson? It would be great to have it
back with the other trophies in the clubroom. No questions asked!

TOPPING UP THE WATER TANKS 

It's been a hot summer, which means we had to get
the big water truck in to fill up the tanks. Look how
brown and crispy the grass was earlier this year! 
 The tanks are getting old, so we are looking at
replacing them soon. 

 

mailto:hunnybeejane@gmail.com


We are ready for the earthworks to begin, and the Pistol Club may do some work adjacent to the 100m range.
That may involve some truckloads of pumice on our range for a short time. We will fix the tomo by the gate at
the same time.

The self-sown gums have been removed from the logged area, the second row of macrocarpa has had another
lift and some of the firewood has been stacked. We’ll organise another working bee soon to get it completed. 
 We’ll spray any regrowth on the gum stumps, drag any pruning’s and slash out to a point where the tractor
can be used to push it into small heaps suitable for burning. 

The deck in front of the hall has had the first coat of stain. It needs another coat, and the seating needs a
paint, too. The barbeque area needs some care as well, and the final sheet of roofing iron needs to be cut and
fitted and finally another coat of paint.

If you see a notification for a working bee and you can spare the time, please give us a hand to get it all done.
Many hands make light work and we could sure use your help! 

More news & Info

WORK DONE AT THE RANGE 

With the help of some volunteers who showed up at the
recent working bees, Alan, Bob and Curly have been
busy at the range. 

A big tidy up was needed, which is ongoing, to make
sure our range is in good shape to meet the new range
requirements.

The berms behind the Running Boar Range have had all
the tyres spread on them. Some of these were placed
on site by those who helped at the working bees and
that made the job easier. 

Thanks to those who helped. There were 202 tyres! 

2022 NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

The upcoming NZDA AGM will be hosted by Waikato branch
on 29th to 31th of July 2022. The event will be held at the
Novotel, Hamilton. The schedule is: 

Friday Night: Opening night includes nibbles and drinks,
opening speeches, and an opportunity to socialise.

Saturday: 8:00am to 5pm - AGM 7:00pm - Gala Dinner and
awards (Venue TBC) Partners and Guests are invited.

Sunday: 9:00am - AGM Continues and NZDA workshops
(details coming soon) 3.00pm - End of conference. 

 



NZDA Membership Fees
 Your subs explained

NZDA ensures the traditions
of recreational hunting and
the rights of recreational
hunters in New Zealand are
protected, advanced and
advocated for in the best
interests.

NZDA keeps watch,
ensuring all matters
pertaining to hunting in New
Zealand are public
knowledge and fair.

 NZDA holds our
government to account.

Why join? 

 NZDA ensures rules, policy,
regulations and codes of
ethics necessary or
desirable in the best
interests of the sport or
NZDA.

 NZDA is made up of a body
of hunters, we are as strong
as our members and their
input.

 NZDA has many benefits,
we have clubs, ranges, huts,
conservation projects,
members only discounts,
insurance and countless
other perks and deals.

When you become a member,
you support COLFO (Council of
Licensed Firearms Owners) too.  

You support the Heritage Trust
that retains our hunting history
in NZ, you support our National
Office that advocates on your
behalf. 

You also support your local
club that voluntarily turns the
lights on every month to
promote, protect and engage
with your community about
hunting.

Senior - aged 18 years or older at
the beginning of the financial year
(March 1).

Junior - aged 14 to 17 years at the
beginning of the financial year.

Family - a partner, child, or
grandchild (under 18) of a senior
member. 

Superannuant – a senior member
entitled to National Superannuation.
Over 65 years old as at 1 March. Full
benefits, as per senior.

Student – 18 years or older full time
tertiary student. Must carry a valid
student ID card. 

Associate – A person who wishes to
maintain an association with the
Branch but does not participate fully
in Branch activities.

Affiliate – A ‘Friend of the Branch’. As
per senior and must be a full member
of another branch. Must produce
membership card as proof.

Your support 


